
Paper 1 Question 3 From Big Ideas to Fine Detail
First Reading

(without looking back at the text)

Second Reading

(without looking back at the text)

Further Readings

(with close inspection of the text)

Summarise what you can remember.

 
Plot

Characters

Themes

These are likely the big ideas that have 
had an impact and effect on you, the 
reader.

What more can you add?

 
Consider mood, tone and imagery 
too.

These are likely smaller ideas and 
you are beginning to focus on textual 
detail.

Look at your notes - a record of what’s had an effect on you as the 
reader - and attempt to pinpoint why these ideas stayed with you.

Thoroughly annotate the text by considering:

•	 Where the first things you noticed are situated - has the writer 
spread big ideas across the text or are they concentrated in 
a powerful opening or closing?

•	 Are there patterns of ideas or has the writer used repetition  
to reinforce?

•	 Language features that have created mood, tone or meaning 
- does mood remain the same or is there contrast?

•	 Paragraph cohesion - do different paragraphs convey different 
ideas and how are they joined together?

•	 Narrative perspective - is there a different focus in  
each paragraph?

These are the textual details that you need to support your  
initial observations.


