
Paper 1 Question 3 Identifying Key Words
To give yourself the best chance of success, you need to know exactly what the question is asking 
you to do. Highlight what you think are the key words in the question below (AQA handily does 
some for you) and then write a definition that explains what they mean to you in this context.

03 You now need to think about the whole of the source.

 How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

 You could write about:

•  what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning;

•  how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops;

•  any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]

Word Definition

whole Ensure you make reference to the way that all parts of the text 
work together and don’t just focus on a single section of it; it can 
be helpful to identify a beginning, a middle and an end.

how This command word signals you to comment, explain and analyse; 
using PEE to structure your own response will help you to do all of 
this.

structured Focus on how the author has constructed the text; this also 
narrows AO2 as the focus of this question is on structure rather 
than language.

interest Comment on, explain and analyse the ways in which a text 
engages readers and elicits a response from them; think about 
which aspects of the text had an impact or an effect on you and 
why that was.



Paper 1 Question 3 Identifying Key Words 
Answers
To give yourself the best chance of success, you need to know exactly what the question is asking 
you to do. Highlight what you think are the key words in the question below (AQA handily does 
some for you) and then write a definition that explains what they mean to you in this context.

03 You now need to think about the whole of the source.

 How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

 You could write about:

•  what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning;

•  how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops;

•  any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]

The bullet points provide further guidance on constructing your answer. These are liable to change 
slightly depending on the text but question three will always be on structure and the points 
above will always stand. The final bullet point intentionally prompts students to demonstrate 
perceptiveness by bringing in any features that they feel are relevant; though you can comment 
on structure at punctuation and sentence level, the examiner is really pushing you to consider 
how the writer has influenced the reader through the sequencing of paragraphs and the flow of 
ideas and concepts.

Word Definition

whole Ensure you make reference to the way that all parts of the text 
work together and don’t just focus on a single section of it; it can 
be helpful to identify a beginning, a middle and an end.

how This command word signals you to comment, explain and analyse; 
using PEE to structure your own response will help you to do all of 
this.

structured Focus on how the author has constructed the text; this also 
narrows AO2 as the focus of this question is on structure rather 
than language.

interest Comment on, explain and analyse the ways in which a text 
engages readers and elicits a response from them; think about 
which aspects of the text had an impact or an effect on you and 
why that was.


