
When entering an exam hall, pupils will always be more relaxed if they know what 
to expect. Therefore the best starting point is to familiarise them with the format 
of the exam paper and ensure that they understand exactly what it is they are 
being asked to do.

Question 3 of the AQA GCSE English Language Paper 1 exam (Explorations in 
creative reading and writing) requires pupils to analyse a writer’s use of structural 
features, yet it is amazing how many teachers report pupils attempting to answer 
this question with absolutely no reference to structure! The AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 
Identifying Key Words Activity Sheet asks pupils to first analyse the language of the 
question and to explain what it is that they think they’re being asked to do. The 
separate answer sheet that accompanies this resource should help to dispel any 
misconceptions. The answer sheet references AO2; it is accepted good practice 
that pupils are familiar with the assessment objectives and the mark scheme so 
all resources are designed to complement the AQA material already available 
but there is no requirement to look at AO2 in any greater depth for this activity 
because all relevant information is covered.

The AQA Examiner’s Commentary states that possible areas for pupils to develop 
understanding in could include:

Sequence Through a Passage
Structural features can be at whole text level, paragraph level and sentence level 
(when judged to contribute to whole structure) so the passage/road metaphor at 
the heart of the AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 Tracking the Journey Activity Sheet could 
be extended further: is your passage/road very stop-start with an abundance of 
simple sentences? Or is it more like a motorway that zooms at a fast pace from 
beginning to end? Or is it a ring road with a cyclical narrative, ending back where 
it began? An alternative way of teaching sequencing is to literally cut the passage 
up according to shifts in time, place, person, perspective etc.

Movement from Big to Small – Ideas or Perspectives
The AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 From Big Ideas to Fine Details Activity Sheet 
suggests one strategy for getting pupils to distinguish between big ideas and 
small, and some of the ways in which writers organise and structure texts. The 
suggested strategy involves reading the text multiple times, which is not practical 
in exam conditions, so it is perhaps worth repeating the activity at least once, 
skipping the middle stage and completing the rest under timed conditions in 
order to speed up the processes. 

Taking an Outside to Inward Perspective, or Vice Versa
The AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 Perspective Doors Activity Sheet uses the metaphor 
of an open door to encourage pupils to consider questions of narrative 
perspective and hopefully enhance their understanding of what this entails. 

Introductions and Developments
The AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 What Can Structure Reveal? Activity Sheet poses 
questions and ideas around the five Ws: who, what, when, where and why, 
plus how, which includes the introduction and development of characters and 
themes.
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AQA GCSE English Language Specific Question Resources Paper 1 Question 3 Teaching Ideas

Reiterations, Repetitions, Threads, Patterns 
or Motifs
Using a resource such as the Heart Mindfulness Colouring 
Sheets, ask pupils to identify different patterns and motifs. 
Make the comparison between these images and written 
texts, which can also be full of recurring patterns and motifs. 
Identify the key themes of a text and then ask pupils to 
find words that link to each theme or that fit into semantic 
fields. Colour code these words to help illustrate patterns 
in the same way that you would the colouring sheets (and 
a bit of colouring might help to keep everyone relaxed and 
mindful at this stage of revision!).

Summaries and Conclusions
Ask pupils to identify sentences or paragraphs in the 
text that offer summaries or conclusions. Explain that 
conclusions needn’t be definitive endings in terms of plot, 
conclusions can also be reached in a line of thought, in an 
emotion, or in a relationship. Train pupils to be aware of 
this through practice.

Shifts of Focus
Incorporated into a variety of resources, in particular the 
signposting element of the AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 Tracking 
the Journey Activity Sheet.

Narrative Perspective
Incorporated into a variety of resources, in particular the 
AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 Perspective Doors Activity Sheet.

Connections and Links Across Paragraphs
The Paragraph Cohesion Conjunctions and Adverbials Word 
Mats will help familiarise pupils with common linking words 
and their general effect, although they will need to think 
about patterns across the whole text and the more specific 
effects achieved by writers in order to hit higher levels in 
the mark scheme. The Cohesion Across Paragraphs Test 
is also a handy resource to check general understanding 
when first introducing the concept.

Internal Cohesion and Topic Sentences
The concept of internal cohesion incorporates all of the 
above and pupils can be trained to identify topic sentences 
in much the same way as summaries and conclusions.

To support all teaching, there is also a handy set of AQA 
Eng Lang P1 Q3 Structural Devices Flashcards which can 
be used to familiarise pupils with an array of terminology. 
These are a useful revision tool that can be used as regular 
starters or plenaries to test pupils’ understanding, and the 
cards have been designed so that pupils have space to add 
extra notes to them should they so wish.

There is also an AQA Eng Lang P1 Q3 Academic Language 
Word Mat that pupils can use as a checklist to ensure that 
their written responses cover certain bases.

With regards to which texts to use these ideas on, the 
extract given in the exam will almost certainly be twentieth 
century fiction. For copyright reasons, we are unable to 
reproduce such material here but AQA have provided a 
series of sample extracts with further notes which can be 
accessed here: filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/
AQA-87001-RSB.PDF or by searching ‘AQA GCSE English 
Language Reading Resource Paper 1’. Additional teaching 
resources for these extracts can be found on Twinkl here. 

Alternatively, raid your own bookshelf for inspiration 
knowing that AQA are most likely to opt for interesting 
story openings by canonical authors.
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