
Paper 1 Question 3 What can the structure of a 
text reveal?

1. Who? 

Characters – how 
were they introduced, 
in what order and 
with how much 
information?

2. What? 

What are the themes 
of the text and what 
is the narrative 
perspective?

3. When? 

The organisation and 
use of time – what 
tense is it in and how 
is time ordered?

4. Where? 

What’s the setting and 
how is this revealed?

5. How and why? 
Look for patterns that  
provide either cohesion  
or disjointedness  
(sometimes the writer tries 
 to confuse us). Consider 
what the writer was trying to 
achieve.
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