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1C: The Tudors

	Year 13 Autumn Term 

Mary I
KQ1: Why did Mary get popular support for her accession to the throne
·  Legitimacy challenged by Edward’s Devise
· Prejudice against female rule
· Religious division in England
· Defeat of Lady Jane Grey and Northumberland
· Initial consolidation of power

KQ2: To what extent did Mary I seek to reform the government?
· Composition and function of the Privy Council
· Key advisors – Gardiner, Paget, Renard
· Role of Parliament
· Issues with faction and coordination
· Attempts at Council reform

KQ3: Did Mary’s foreign policy serve the interests of Philip II rather than England? (part 1)
· Dynastic and religious motivations
· Habsburg alliance through Philip II
· Anti-Spanish opposition and Parliamentary resistance
· Wyatt’s Rebellion (1554)
· Terms of the Marriage Treaty

KQ4: Did Mary’s foreign policy serve the interests of Philip II rather than England? (part 2)
· Alliance with Spain and involvement in Franco-Spanish war
· Loss of Calais (1558)
· Limited English influence abroad
· Naval and militia reforms
· Overall diplomatic failure

KQ5: How did Mary bring back Catholicism?
· Causes – marriage fears, religion, faction
· Events in Kent and threat to London
· Involvement of Lady Jane Grey and Elizabeth
· Government response and suppression
· Impact on Mary’s regime

KQ6: What was the extent of religious change under Mary?
· Burning of Protestants – 280 executions
· Use of heresy laws to enforce conformity
· John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs
· Public backlash and martyrdom
· Failure to fully restore Catholicism

KQ7: What was the extent of social & economic change under Mary I?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Establishing his Authority
· Reform of Government
· Economy
· Foreign Policy
· Society
· Religion & Humanism

KQ8: How successful was the reign of Mary I?
· Establishing his Authority
· Reform of Government
· Economy
· Foreign Policy
· Society
· Religion & Humanism

KQ9: Is the term a ‘Mid Tudor’ crisis valid?
· Definition and debate over what constitutes a ‘Mid Tudor Crisis’
· Political instability under Edward VI and Mary I
· Rapid religious changes causing unrest and opposition
· Economic problems, social unrest, and major rebellions
· Historians’ differing views on whether a true crisis existed

Elizabeth I

KQ1: What sort of monarch did Elizabeth promise to be?
· Elizabeth’s upbringing and education
· Image as the 'Virgin Queen'
· Divine Right and legitimacy
· Royal progresses and coronation
· Use of portraiture and propaganda

KQ2: Did Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement cause more problems than it solved?
· 1559 Act of Supremacy and Uniformity
· Royal Injunctions and the ‘Middle Way’
· Catholic and Puritan opposition
· Impact of the Papal Bull (1570)
· Effectiveness of religious conformity
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	Supporting texts or wider reading:
The Tudors: England 1485-1603 (Oxford A Level History for AQA)  by Michael Tillbrook (Author), Sally Waller (Series Editor)
History Today journals
Various Tudor Books written by historians (one off copies) e.g. Elton, Guy, Loades and Turvey
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	Opportunities for extended writing
Part 3 demonstration of learning via exam questions and consolidation tasks
Homework booklets each contain an extended writing task for every week
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	Speak like an expert: 
Students will be asked to read out their part 3 answers and responses to progress checks Students will have a glossary with the key terms below and add to these after a round of choral response. Each lesson contains discussion with students expected to use key words in their oral response.
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	Homework
Bespoke homework booklet for each half term which included 2 sections per week:
Section 1: Retrieval Questions
Section 2: Either focus on AO1 extended essay writing or AO3 extended interpretations writing  
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	Links to careers: 
· Law & Criminal Justice – Examining heresy laws, persecution, and rebellion suppression.
· Politics & Public Administration – Studying factional government, Privy Council, and foreign policy decisions.
· Diplomacy & International Relations – Insights into the Spanish alliance, loss of Calais, and war involvement.
· Theology & Religious Studies – Exploration of Marian Catholicism, persecution, and doctrinal change.
· Media & Publishing – Analysis of propaganda, censorship, and John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.
· Social Work & Welfare – Focus on poor relief, population pressure, and responses to economic crisis.



Link to Personal Development: 
· Resilience – Understanding Mary’s struggle for the throne and her persistence in adversity.
· Moral Decision-Making – Evaluating the ethics of religious persecution and state control.
· Critical Analysis – Judging the effectiveness of Mary’s leadership, reforms, and legacy.
· Gender & Power – Exploring challenges of female rule and attitudes toward women in authority.
· Empathy & Perspective – Understanding diverse experiences, including Protestants, rebels, and councillors.

Democracy – Mary’s reign shows the dangers of unchecked monarchical power and minimal public political input.

Rule of Law - Heresy laws and use of executions raise questions about fairness and legal authority.

Individual Liberty - Restrictions on belief and expression highlight the importance of freedom in modern Britain.

Mutual Respect	-  Religious persecution under Mary highlights why respect for differing beliefs is essential.

Tolerance of Beliefs - Suppression of Protestantism demonstrates the consequences of religious intolerance.

	Students can use these key words: 

	Mary KQ1

Legitimacy
Female rule
Religious division
Faction
Popular support
Edward’s Devise for the Succession
Lady Jane Grey
Northumberland’s coup
Political consolidation
Succession crisis

	Mary KQ2

Privy Council
Factional rivalry
Simon Renard
Lord Paget
Stephen Gardiner
Parliament
Royal authority
Conciliar government
Policy coordination
Council reform

	Mary KQ3

Philip II of Spain
Habsburg alliance
Dynastic marriage
Anglo-Spanish relations
Simon Renard
Parliamentary opposition
Wyatt’s Rebellion
Marriage treaty
Foreign policy ambition
Anti-Spanish sentiment

	Mary KQ4

Spanish alliance
War with France
Loss of Calais (1558)
French-English conflict
Habsburg-Valois rivalry
Papal tension
Naval reform
Militia Acts
Defence strategy
Diplomatic failure

	Mary KQ5

Catholic restoration
Heresy laws
Burning of heretics
Marian martyrs
Reginald Pole
Papal supremacy
Repeal of Edwardian legislation
Act of Repeal
Monastic land issue
Latin Mass

	Mary KQ6

Heresy
Execution
Propaganda
John Foxe
Book of Martyrs
Public reaction
Fear and intimidation
Popular resistance
Religious enforcement
Censorship


	Mary KQ7

Economic reform
Inflation
Poor relief
Coinage reform
Harvest failures
Population pressures
Social discontent
Financial administration
Trade policy
Economic hardship


	Mary KQ8

Catholic restoration
Heresy laws
Persecution
Spanish marriage
Wyatt’s Rebellion
Loss of Calais
Succession failure
Religious division
Poor relief
Legacy
	Mary KQ9

Mid Tudor Crisis
Historiography
Revisionist
Traditionalist


	Elizabeth I KQ1

Accession
Divine Right
Legitimacy
Virgin Queen
Coronation
Royal Progresses
Portraiture
Patronage
Propaganda
Image-making
Gender
	Elizabeth I KQ2

Act of Supremacy (1559)
Act of Uniformity (1559)
Royal Injunctions
Church Papists
Puritans
Recusants 
Middle Way
Thirty-Nine Articles
Conformity
Religious Pluralism
Catholic threat
	

	



























	Year 13 Spring Term 

Elizabeth I

KQ3: Was Elizabeth in control of government?
· Role of the Privy Council
· William Cecil and Robert Dudley
· Use of patronage and faction
· Parliament’s role and tensions
· Royal prerogative and decision making

KQ4: Was Elizabeth’s early Foreign Policy Successful?
· Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis (1559)
· Scottish Reformation and Treaty of Edinburgh (1560)
· Mary of Guise and Francis II
· Anglo-French and Anglo-Scottish relations
· Interventionism vs isolation

KQ5: Did Elizabeth achieve her foreign policy objectives in Spain?
· Anglo-Spanish tensions and war
· Support for the Dutch Revolt
· Treaty of Nonsuch (1585)
· Spanish Armada (1588) and naval warfare
· Privateers and English maritime power

KQ6: How serious was the threat of Mary, Queen of Scots?
· Mary’s claim to the English throne
· Darnley marriage and political instability
· Babington, Ridolfi, and Throckmorton plots
· Elizabeth’s reluctance to execute Mary
· Mary’s execution in 1587

KQ7: How effective was Elizabeth’s social & economic legislation?
· Statute of Artificers (1563)
· Poor Law (1601) and poor relief measures
· Enclosure and its impact
· Population growth and inflation
· Justices of the Peace and Overseers of the Poor

KQ8: Was there more or less disorder under Elizabeth I?
· Northern Rebellion (1569)
· Essex Rebellion (1601)
· Law enforcement and martial law
· Regional instability and crown authority
· Use of Assize Judges and Riot Acts




KQ9: How prosperous was Elizabethan England?
· Growth of overseas trade
· Urbanisation and regional development
· Expansion of the cloth and wool trade
· Rise of the gentry and merchant class
· Economic challenges and inflation

KQ10: How far did religion affect stability?
· Religious settlement and conformity
· Puritan and Catholic threats
· Excommunication and Papal Bull
· Anti-Catholic legislation
· Religious violence and internal rebellion

KQ11: Was the reign of Elizabeth a Golden Age?
· Elizabethan Renaissance and humanism
· Cultural patronage and theatre
· Scientific discoveries and exploration
· Architecture and the arts
· Symbolism and legacy of Gloriana

KQ12: How successful was Elizabeth I’s reign?
· Achievements in government, religion, and foreign policy
· Managing succession and image
· Dealing with internal and external threats
· Economic and social developments
· Long-term political stability
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	Supporting texts or wider reading:
The Tudors: England 1485-1603 (Oxford A Level History for AQA)  by Michael Tillbrook (Author), Sally Waller (Series Editor)
History Today journals
Various Tudor Books written by historians (one off copies) e.g. Elton, Guy, Loades and Turvey
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	Opportunities for extended writing
Part 3 demonstration of learning via exam questions and consolidation tasks
Homework booklets each contain an extended writing task for every week
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	Speak like an expert: 
Students will be asked to read out their part 3 answers and responses to progress checks Students will have a glossary with the key terms below and add to these after a round of choral response. Each lesson contains discussion with students expected to use key words in their oral response.
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	Homework
Bespoke homework booklet for each half term which included 2 sections per week:
Section 1: Retrieval Questions
Section 2: Either focus on AO1 extended essay writing or AO3 extended interpretations writing  
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	Links to careers: 
· Law & Criminal Justice – Exploring rebellion, treason trials, the justice system, and social control.
· Politics & Public Administration – Studying the workings of Elizabeth’s government, royal prerogative, and Parliament.
· Diplomacy & International Relations – Understanding foreign alliances, war with Spain, and intervention in Scotland and the Netherlands.
· Media & Communications – Analysing the use of portraiture, symbolism, and propaganda to shape royal image.
· Religious Studies & Theology – Investigating the Religious Settlement, Catholic threats, and Puritan dissent.
· Military & Maritime Careers – Examining the Spanish Armada, privateers, and naval warfare.
· Education & Heritage – Interpreting Elizabeth’s legacy and influence through historical scholarship and public history.
· Economics & Social Policy – Understanding economic legislation, poverty, trade, and population pressure.



Link to Personal Development: 
· Leadership & Resilience – Learning from Elizabeth’s survival, self-presentation, and decision-making under pressure.
· Strategic Thinking – Evaluating her approach to foreign affairs, factional court politics, and religious compromise.
· Moral Reasoning – Debating difficult choices such as Mary Queen of Scots’ execution and enforcement of conformity.
· Identity & Legacy – Reflecting on personal image, national identity, and long-term success.
· Empathy & Perspective – Considering the experiences of councillors, rebels, Catholics, Puritans, and ordinary citizens.
· Gender & Power – Exploring how Elizabeth navigated rule as a woman in a patriarchal society.

Democracy - Parliament’s role in taxation, succession debates, and religious policy shows early democratic limits.
Rule of Law - Religious laws, treason trials, and social policy highlight the legal framework of Tudor rule.
Individual Liberty - Tensions between conformity and personal belief show early struggles for religious freedom.
Mutual Respect - Elizabeth’s moderate ‘Middle Way’ aimed to maintain peace in a divided religious landscape.
Tolerance of Beliefs - The balancing of Protestantism and Catholicism shows both progress and limits in tolerating diversity.

	Students can use these key words: 

	Elizabeth KQ3

- Privy Council
- William Cecil
- Robert Dudley
- Parliament
- Monopolies
- Royal Prerogative
- Faction
- House of Commons
- Court politics
- Succession debate
- Crown vs Parliament
	Elizabeth KQ4

- Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis (1559)
- French Wars of Religion
- Peace Party vs War Party
- Scottish Reformation
- Treaty of Edinburgh (1560)
- Mary of Guise
- Francis II
- Catherine de Medici
- Interventionism
- Anglo-French relations
	Elizabeth KQ5

- Philip II
- Netherlands
- Dutch Revolt
- Treaty of Nonsuch (1585)
- Spanish Armada
- Privateers
- Sir Francis Drake
- Sea Dogs
- War at sea
- Anglo-Spanish War
- Catholic Crusade
	Elizabeth KQ6

- Mary Stuart
- Darnley marriage
- Rizzio murder
- Babington Plot (1586)
- Ridolfi Plot (1571)
- Throckmorton Plot (1583)
- Execution (1587)
- Catholic legitimacy
- Excommunication (1570)
- Papal Bull
- Internal rebellion
	Elizabeth KQ7

- Statute of Artificers (1563)
- Poor Law (1601)
- Enclosure
- Population growth
- Inflation
- Vagabonds
- Deserving poor
- Undeserving poor
- Justices of the Peace
- Overseers of the Poor

	Elizabeth KQ8

- Northern Rebellion (1569)
- Munster Rebellion (1569–73)
- Essex Rebellion (1601)
- Law enforcement
- Martial law
- Patronage networks
- Assize judges
- Riot acts
- Regional stability
- Crown authority
	Elizabeth KQ9

- Agricultural prices
- Wool trade
- Overseas trade
- Gentry class
- Merchant adventurers
- Joint-stock companies
- Cloth industry
- Regional development
- Urbanisation
- Inflation
	Elizabeth KQ10

- Puritanism
- Presbyterianism
- Catholic threat
- Jesuits
- Seminary priests
- Anti-Catholic legislation
- Church courts
- Conformity and nonconformity
- Religious violence
- Martyrdom
	Elizabeth KQ11

- Renaissance
- Humanism
- Theatre (Shakespeare, Marlowe)
- Globe Theatre
- Architecture
- Hardwick Hall
- Art and symbolism
- Cultural patronage
- Scientific discovery
- Social hierarchy
	Elizabeth KQ12

- Legacy
- Stability
- Foreign policy outcomes
- Religious unity
- National identity
- Economic challenges
- Succession crisis
- Myth of Gloriana
- Tudor myth
- Personal monarchy






	Year 13 Summer Term 

Continuity and change between 1485-1603:
a. How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?
b. In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period?
c. How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured?
d. How did English society and economy change and with what effects?
e. How far did intellectual and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects?
f. How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by developments?
	

This term also includes:
· Revision for A Level exams
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	Supporting texts or wider reading:
The Tudors: England 1485-1603 (Oxford A Level History for AQA)  by Michael Tillbrook (Author), Sally Waller (Series Editor)
History Today journals
Various Tudor Books written by historians (one off copies) e.g. Elton, Guy, Loades and Turvey
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	Opportunities for extended writing
Part 3 demonstration of learning via exam questions and consolidation tasks
Homework booklets each contain an extended writing task for every week
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	Speak like an expert: 
Students will be asked to read out their part 3 answers and responses to progress checks Students will have a glossary with the key terms below and add to these after a round of choral response. Each lesson contains discussion with students expected to use key words in their oral response.
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	Homework
Bespoke homework booklet for each half term which included 2 sections per week:
Section 1: Retrieval Questions
Section 2: Either focus on AO1 extended essay writing or AO3 extended interpretations writing  
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	Links to careers: 
· Law & Criminal Justice – Builds analytical, evaluative, and critical reasoning skills essential for legal practice.
· Politics & Civil Service – Offers insight into power structures, governance, and political thought.
· Education & Academia – Prepares students for teaching, lecturing, or research-based roles.
· Journalism & Media – Develops the ability to assess sources, construct arguments, and communicate clearly.
· Heritage & Museums – Encourages interest in curation, public history, and cultural preservation.
· International Relations & Diplomacy – Strengthens understanding of global conflict, cooperation, and policy.
· Business & Management – Cultivates long-term thinking, planning, and interpretation of trends and decision-making
Link to Personal Development: 
· Critical Thinking – Encourages evidence-based judgement and the evaluation of multiple viewpoints.
· Moral Reasoning – Challenges students to consider justice, ethics, and the consequences of actions.
· Empathy & Perspective – Develops understanding of people from different times, backgrounds, and cultures.
· Resilience & Independence – Demands extended reading, independent study, and perseverance.
· Debate & Communication – Builds confidence in expressing ideas clearly and persuasively

Democracy-  Explored through the development of parliaments, revolutions, suffrage, and civil rights.

Rule of Law - Analysed via legal systems, justice, constitutional changes, and challenges to authority.

Individual Liberty - Seen in debates around rights, reform, religious freedom, and protest movements.

Mutual Respect - Promoted through studying societies with differing values and the effects of intolerance.

Tolerance of Beliefs - Addressed by examining religious reformations, persecutions, and the importance of pluralism
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